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All software that will run on the floppy will run on ramdisk, 
so it can be used with most existing software. It is great for 
storing programs and data that are used alot because of its 
speed and -for temperary data that you dont want to save to 
■floppy yet. It is also good -for BBS’s Graphic programs, -fast 
screen* loading etc. 

Supplied with the ramdisk is a new Eprom -for your LKdos 
cartridge. (Please return your old Eprom to LARKEN ). The new 
Eprom contains the support code -for the ramdisk. Now if you 
type. Print#4: GOTO 4 you will have selected the Ramdisk as you 
current disk drive. All disk commands will run on the ramdisk 
the same as floppy exept faster. 

Before saving data to the Ramdisk you must Format it. Do this 
by first selecting the ramdisk with GOTO 4 then type— 

Print #4: FORMAT "n", - n = number of ram chips installed 


Make sure the write protect switch is up or you will get a 
Protect Error. 

You can now use all disk commands like Load save merge cat etc. 

The Print#4 : Verify "" command is useful 1 to see if the data 
in the ram disk is good. The ramdisk uses a sumchech for each 
block to check for errors ( though errors are rare). 

-LKDOS V2 Eprom 

The new Eprom (version 2 or greater ) has a few differences 
from the VI Eprom. It has a faster powerup routine and also 

you press 'J' while turning o n the 2 068 you w i 1 1 .... seJLect_the _ 

■Ramdisk. (same as'typinq GOTO 4). So pressing "j " and . Enter_will ... 

rum a AUTOSTART on the ramdisk. It also has a the command 'NEW' 
that restarts the Dos and lets you rerun an Autostart program 
from the currently selected drive. 

The proportional Character set for the windows that was in the 
VI Eprom had to be Removed to make room for the Ramdisk 
Routines. So you will find that the standard 2068 Charset is 
set up for the windows. However you can load the narrow Charset 
in to memory and PRINT#4 :POKE 8219,Chars-256 to set the window 
chars pointer to the new chars set. 

Also the V2 eprom has a few 'bugs' corrected that had to do 
with loading screens and speeding up some code. 

RamDisk Tech Info and Installing an Aros Program 

The ramdisk uses the upper 32K area of the Dock (or cartridge) 
bank. The ramdisk has an onboard bank select port that can 
select which of the 8-32K ram chips that will appear in the 
upper 32K of the dock bank. Port 7 is used for this. The lower 3 
bits select which chip is selected and bit 6 is used for write- 
protecting the Ram when Lkdos isnt using it. * 

The chip which is selected by the adress of the lower 3 bits is 
described in the following table. 

Port 7 addr 7 3 5 1 6 2 4 0 

chip select ABCDEFGH 

On powerup port 7 always holds 0 so chip H is selected. also 
the dos always leaves chip H selected after is uses the Ramdisk 

This means that if an Aros program were installed into chip H 
then it autostart and run as a Timex Cartridge. 

You dont need a full 256K installed to be able to use this on 
chip H, just change the chip select on socket 4 to run to 
chip select H instead of chip select D. 

This program can be used to load a Aros Program into Chip H. 

OUT 7,64 (out 7,0 +bit 6 set for no write protect) 
OUT 244,240 (Enable upper 32K of dock bank) 

Load "Aros" Code 32768,length 
OUT 7,0 (write protect) 

OUT 244,0 (turn off dock bank) 

(NEW) will start an autostart cartridge. 

In the Timex tech manual is information on how to put a basic 
program on a cartridge. Most timex command cartridges and Hot Z 
Aros will also work fine in this setup. 

You can still use the Ramdisk on the other chips and have a 
Aros cartridge installed too , just be sure not to format the 
more than 7 chips. 
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